
Dr. King’s Nuclear-Free Dream 
Martin Luther King Jr. firmly believed that civil rights are inextricably linked to peace. As 
Vincent Intondi, author of African Americans Against the Bomb, stated: 

When asked in December 1957 about the 
use of nuclear weapons, King replied: “I 
definitely feel that the development and 
use of nuclear weapons should be 
banned. It cannot be disputed that a full-
scale nuclear war would be utterly 
catastrophic. Hundreds and millions of 
people would be killed outright by the 
blast and heat, and by the ionizing 

radiation produced at the instant of the 
explosion . . . Even countries not directly hit by bombs would suffer through global fall-
outs. All of this leads me to say that the principal objective of all nations must be the 
total abolition of war. War must be finally eliminated or the whole of mankind will be 
plunged into the abyss of annihilation.”  
      King remained committed to the antinuclear cause throughout the Civil Rights 
Movement. In 1959, five months after being stabbed in Harlem, King addressed the 
War Resisters League’s thirty-sixth annual dinner, where he praised its work and 
linked the domestic struggle for racial justice with the campaign for global 
disarmament: “Not only in the South, but throughout the nation and the world, we live 
in an age of conflicts, an age of biological weapons, chemical warfare, atomic fallout 
and nuclear bombs . . . Every man, woman, and child lives, not knowing if they shall 
see tomorrow’s sunrise.” He asked, “What will be the ultimate value of having 
established social justice in a context where all people, Negro and White, are merely 
free to face destruction by strontium 90 or atomic war?”  

While many people are concerned about North Korean nuclear weapons, the U.S. and 
Russia still hold 13,800 of the world’s nuclear warheads, while North Korea is estimated 
to have about 10. Kim Jong-un will not use his nuclear weapons unless his regime is 
threatened by military action. There is absolutely NO acceptable military option in the 
standoff with North Korea. Sustained diplomacy is the only way to 
resolve this crisis. Nonviolence is the answer.

Dr. King once gave a prophetic warning (related directly to 
nuclear weapons) that, “We still have a choice today: 
nonviolent coexistence or violent co-annihilation.” What 
will we choose?
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