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Sometimes the Path to Nuclear Abolition 

Requires a Ladderé And a Friend! 

Up, up, and over!  Denny Moore of Bainbridge Island and Ann òKitó Kittredge of Seattle came up with a creative way to challenge Trident during the 

action on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  Using a handmade ladder, they set it up to cross the barbed-wire topped fence near the main gate to Naval Base 

Kitsap-Bangor.  Kit was tackled by military police before she got over the fence, while Denny was able to walk onto the base before soldiers caught up to 

him.  After being booked on the base, the pair was released an hour later and welcomed by Ground Zero vigilers.  Denny and Kit were charged with tres-

passing, and have an arraignment scheduled for April 7th.  The hearing will be at 8:30am at the Tacoma Federal Courthouse, located at 1717 Pacific Ave-

nue.  Supporters are invited to join them for a pre-hearing vigil at 7:30am.  Check the Ground Zero website for updates.  All photos by Helen Jaccard. 
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ñI refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation 

must spiral down a militaristic stairway into the hell of nuclear 

annihilation.ò ï Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 Over 60 members of many peace and justice groups 

gathered at the almost-completed Ground Zero house in 

Poulsbo, near the gates of the Trident Nuclear Submarine Base.  

This is the first event to be held since Sue Ablao and Sr. Jackie 

Hudson moved into the 

apartment within the house.  

Veterans for Peace/

Squadron 13 brought their 

Peace Bus from Eugene, 

Oregon.  Other Veterans 

for Peace came from Port-

land, Wenatchee, and Seat-

tle.  

Sue welcomed us to the 

action and we introduced 

ourselves.  Martin Luther 

King, Jr. was an opponent 

of war and a proponent of 

nonviolence.  We honored 

him on this day with our 

actions. 

 Dr. Dave Hall gave a 

site orientation so that 

those of us new to base 

actions would have an idea 

of where we were about to 

go.  The Trident base has 

the largest concentration of 

nuclear weapons in the country, and possibly the planet.  Each 

of the eight Trident submarines at this base carries 192 weap-

ons of mass destruction ï bombs that have 30 times the de-

structive force of the bombs dropped at Hiroshima and Na-

gasaki.  The base employs 30,000 people and has an annual 

budget of $3.5 billion.   Dr. Hall explained that if we were 

across the ñblue lineò, we would be arrested by federal person-

nel, and that if we crossed the police line into the road, either 

Kitsap County sheriffôs deputies or Washington State Patrol 

officers might arrest us.  Many of these officers are newly back 

from Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 Jackie taught us the possible roles we might play during 

this action: peacekeeper, vigil and banner holder, driver, those 

who risk arrest, and supporters for those risking arrest. 

We were privileged to meet the plowshares team who were 

arrested November 2, 2009 after having cut through three 

fences at the base and making their way all the way to the Stra-

tegic Weapons Facility-Pacific (SWFPAC), spreading sun-

flower seeds and pouring blood on the fences.  

 Tom Shea and Lynne Greenwald led an educational 

workshop on active nonviolence.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

said, ñWe must forever conduct our struggle on the high plain 

of dignity and discipline.  Meet physical force with soul force.  

Let no man pull you so low that you hate him.ò  When per-

forming actions such as this, we need to remember that arrest-

ing officers may be scared and may not want to be in this diffi-

cult situation.  If we empathize with them and thank them for 

helping us be safe, we may be able to diffuse their anger. 

We were introduced to the peace walkers who started walking 

from Olympia on Monday that week, arriving at the Ground 

Zero house on Friday. 

 Two of us were arrested ï Ann ñKitò Kittredge and 

Denny Moore, who threw a ladder over the fence to the base, 

taking the military completely by surprise!  Denny made it over 

the fence and Kit was halfway up the ladder before the out-of-

breath military police caught up with them.  The rest of us went 

to the main gate of the base and held a protest.  Within an hour, 

both Kit and Denny were released.  We held banners and signs, 

sang songs, chanted, and had moments of silence before walk-

ing the half-mile back to the Ground Zero house. 

 Father Bix reported on his trip he and 17 others made to 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, to listen to stories from the survivors 

of the bombs.  The non-retaliatory attitude of the survivors is 

remarkable.  They teach us to look at ourselves as members of 

a global community, rather than a country. 

 

By Helen Jaccard 

Ground Zero MLK Day Vigil and Action 

Helen Jaccard lives in Seattle and serves as Secretary for Veterans for 
Peace of Greater Seattle.  Father Steve Kelly and Lisa 

Johnson were among those vigiling 

on MLK Day. Photo by Leonard Eiger. 

 Senji Kanaeda and Gilberto Perez (pictured below), of 

the Nipponzan Myohoji Temple on Bainbridge Island, jour-

neyed to Alabama to participate in the 45th anniversary of the 

march from Selma to Mont-

gomery for civil rights.  Every 

five years, marchers follow 

the route of the original 

march.  Senji and Gilberto 

have led and participated in 

dozens of peace walks around 

the world, including several 

across Washington State call-

ing for nuclear abolition.  Af-

ter the Alabama march, they 

joined the Walk Towards a 

Nuclear Free Future, which will travel to New York City to 

join thousands of peacemakers at the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty Review Conference (see article on page 6.) 

By Alice Zillah 

Alice Zillah edits the Ground Zero newsletter. 

Bainbridge Island Buddhist Monks Travel to 

Alabama for Historic Anniversary 
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Pacific Life Community 
Comes Together Again 

 The fourth annual Pacific Life Community retreat was 

held in New Mexico February 26-28, 2010. The group gath-

ered in the Jemez Mountains with our keynote speakers Bill 

Sulzman (of Citizens for Peace in Space, from Colorado 

Springs) and Sr. Joan Brown, OFM (of the Partnership for 

Earth Spirituality, from Albuquerque).  On Sunday we drove 

to Los Alamos.  

 The weekend ended smoothly in a direct action at Los 

Alamos National Laboratory (LANL), where LANL plans to 

build a new plant for plutonium bomb cores.  After the main 

rally and silent prayer in a LANL parking lot, 17 people 

risked arrest at the Chemical and Metallurgy Research Re-

placement facility. 

of the Thirteenth Coast Guard District, acknowledged that the 

event could be cancelled due to this error but pledged to 

ñinitiate a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for Fleet 

Weekôs Parade of Ships event in order for this event to be codi-

fied in the Code of Federal Regulations, and to also allow the 

public to comment.ò  

  In July 2009, Rear Admiral Blore of Coast Guard Dis-

trict Thirteen again acknowledged that the Navy fleet arrival 

lacked the required maritime permit but stated his opinion that 

it was not necessary because the Coast Guard participated in 

the event. 

  Instead of the legally required application for a maritime 

event, Coast Guard District Thirteen now seeks to establish a 

permanent ñsafetyò zone to block demonstrators from public 

view.  The Coast Guard did not mention in the Notice of Pro-

posed Rulemaking that a violation of the safety zone could 

bring an arrest and a charge resulting in up to six years in jail 

and/or a $250,000 fine. 

  Of the new zone, Peace Fleet participant, Mary 

Gleysteen, stated, ñThe Navy and the rest of the military estab-

lishment consume half our tax dollars, jeopardize the marine 

environment of Puget Sound and now want to restrict our civil 

liberties and the exercise of free speech in opposition to milita-

rism in our community.ò  

  Glen Milner, who in 2005 was falsely charged and tried 

by the Coast Guard, stated, ñThe Navy often states it exists to 

defend our freedoms but this proposed no protest zone shows 

how false that is.  The zone amounts to institutionalized harass-

ment and violates our civil rights.ò 

  The public has until March 29, 2010 to request a public 

hearing on the no protest zones and until May 26, 2010 to make 

comments on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.  This regu-

lation can be viewed at www.regulations.gov by entering the 

following ID: USCG-2010-0062-0001.  

In 2008, the Coast Guard first attempted to establish a 

no protest zone consisting of a ñ400-yard boxò surrounding 

Pier 66 in Elliott Bay where the Navy band and officers assem-

bled to greet the fleet.  In 2008 it was called a ñsecurityò zone 

to ñensure the safety of dignitaries observing the ópass and re-

viewô at Pier 66.ò  In 2008, the ñsecurityò zone was later rede-

fined as extending 300 yards into Elliott Bay from Pier 66.  The 

Coast Guard finally reduced the zone to 100 yards in front of 

Pier 66.  In 2009, the Coast Guard attempted to establish a 100 

yard ñsafety zoneò and closed the zone to anti-war demonstra-

tors for the entire passage of Coast Guard and Navy vessels. 

 The next scheduled Peace Fleet event is at the Navy fleet 

arrival for Seafair on July 28, 2010. 

Once Again, the Coast Guard Attempts to 

Change the Rules for Peace Activists 

From the Pacific Life Community Blog 

Glen Milner is a longtime member of Ground Zero.  For more information 
and updates prior to this yearõs Peace Fleet, contact Glen at (206) 365-7865 or 
email info@gzcenter.org.  

The US Coast Guard and Department of Homeland 

Security have filed their intent for a yearly ñsafetyò zone at Pier 

66 for the arrival of the Navy fleet at Seafair.  Since 2000, anti-

war demonstrators have met the Navy fleet arrival in Elliott 

Bay only to be routinely harassed by the Coast Guard, Navy 

and the Port of Seattle. 

  In past years, the Navy has brought Trident submarines 

complete with nuclear warheads and warships equipped to fire 

radioactive munitions for display in downtown Seattle.  While 

legally demonstrating in Elliott Bay, Peace Fleet demonstrators 

have been boarded by the Coast Guard, spied upon, and pre-

vented from publicly demonstrating at Seafair.  

  Demonstrators maintain that the Navy and Seafair have 

failed to apply for a maritime permit as required by federal 

regulations.   In July 2008, Rear Admiral Currier, Commander 

By Glen Milner 

http://www.regulations.gov
http://us.mc560.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=info@gzcenter.org
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 We need your help to build a wall full of hope for our flowers ï 

plant seeds for steps to a nuclear free world!  Join us in building a 

sunflower wall at the Ground Zero August 6-9 Hiroshima/Nagasaki 

event.  Help us fill the walls at the Ground Zero house with pictures 

of sunflowers from all over.  Grow your own sunflowers, and then 

take pictures and send them us before August 6th.   Invite friends 

from around the region, nation, and world, to join you by sending in 

their pictures.  

 According to activist David Krieger, ñSunflowers are a simple 

miracle.... Sunflowers were used near Chernobyl to extract radio nu-

clides cesium 137 and strontium 90 from contaminated ponds follow-

ing the catastrophic nuclear reactor accident.  When Ukraine got rid 

of  1,900 nuclear warheads in 1996, US and Russian defense ministers 

joined Ukraine President Leonid Kuchma in planting sunflowers, as 

Kuchma declared óWith the completion of our task, Ukraine demon-

strated its support of a nuclear weapons free world.ô  US Sec. of De-

fense William Perry responded, óSunflowers instead of missiles in the 

soil would ensure peace for future generations.ô  This dramatic sun-

flower ceremony at the Ukraine military base showed the world the 

possibility of a nation giving up nuclear weapons as a means of 

achieving securityé Sunflowers represent light instead of darkness, 

transparency instead of secrecy, security instead of threat and joy in-

stead of fear.ò  

 On August 15, 1988, fourteen peace planters entered ten of 

Missouriôs 150 nuclear missile silos and planted sunflowers with the 

message, ñWe reclaim this land for ourselves, the land upon which we 

depend, and for our children.ò  And Ground Zeroôs own Disarm Now 

Plowshares Five scattered sunflower seeds during their brave action 

last November. 

 

Here are directions for planting 

sunflowers: 

1. Fill plant pots with compost 

or moist soil from a gar-

den.  Push one seed firmly into 

each pot, about two centimeters 

below the surface.  Cover the 

pots with cling film and leave 

in a warm sunny position ï on a 

window sill or in a green-

house.  Keep the soil moist and 

after about two to three weeks, 

when the plants shoots start to 

appear, remove the cling film.  

When the plants are 10-15 cm tall, transfer them to a sunny place in 

the garden, preferably sheltered from the wind.  Keep the soil around 

the bottom of the plants moist and watch them grow.  Plants start to 

bloom in late August and September.  
2. FINALLY: Please mail or email your sunflower picture with your 

name and location (town or city) to Ground Zero, before August 6.  

We want all photos ï even of sunflowers that have not yet bloomed.  

Thatôs the ñhopeò factor! 

Nuclear weapons resister Lynne Greenwald was 

tried in Federal District Court in Tacoma on March 3, and 

found guilty of trespassing.  Approximately 25 supporters 

held a pre-trial vigil outside the courthouse, and many 

were in the courtroom to witness the trial. 

  Lynne was charged with trespassing and entering a 

restricted area during a vigil and nonviolent action at Na-

val Base Kitsap-Bangor on August 10, 2009, while carry-

ing a banner that read ñAbolish Nuclear Weapons: Resist 

Trident.ò  Lynneôs action was part of Ground Zeroôs rec-

ognition of the 64th Anniversary of the US bombings of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

  Lynne, who represented herself at the trial, pre-

sented the following opening statement: ñI will provide 

testimony that any action on August 10, 2009 at the Tri-

dent Nuclear Submarine Base, was not illegal, but was in 

fact an act of upholding International and Humanitarian 

Laws as well as the US Constitution.  Testimony will 

reveal that there was no intent to commit a crime, but 

based on my understanding of these laws as they relate to 

war and specifically nuclear weapons, actions were taken 

this day to uphold these laws and to prevent further crimi-

nal acts by my government.ò 

  The government presented its case that Lynne had 

previously entered the base during a demonstration on 

May 15, 2006, at which she was arrested and presented 

with a ñban and barò letter.  The prosecutor stated that she 

was warned at that time that any further trespass on fed-

eral property would result in her arrest and possible 

prosecution.   

  Lynne attempted to provide the reasons for her 

Ground Zero  
Activist Found Guilty 
By Leonard Eiger 

Ground Zero Activisté continued on page 7 

Lynne Greenwald, center receives a blessing from support-

ers prior to her trial.  Photo by Leonard Eiger. 

By Tom Shea 

Sunflowers for Hope! 

Alice Zillah distributes sunflowers to 

motorists during the August, 2009 Ground 

Zero Action.  Photo by Leonard Eiger. 

Tom Shea co-chairs the Media and Outreach Committee for Ground Zero.  David 
Kriegerõs writing is available at www.wagingpeace.com. 



wages, benefits, a title and retirement, so this seemed like the 

American Dream!  I made it!  I was even flying as a crew 

member training Air Force personnel.  Flying was a lifelong 

dream ï what more could I ask for?  

After accepting a position to serve as a Technical Represen-

tative for Lockheed, training Air Force and supporting their 

flight operations in Europe, my new friend and wife and I 

moved to Germany.  

Pamela and I had just married in 1983, and through that 

blessed experience I chose to become a 

follower of Christ.  We chose together 

to take that journey through her church.  

My record of follow-through and com-

mitment was not very good, and there-

fore I wanted to live up to that challenge 

and to be clear about what my new com-

mitment entailed.  

Through my study I started questioning 

my participation in the military indus-

trial complex.  The more I questioned, 

the more I studied.  I do not know if I 

was looking to justify what I had been 

doing, or if I was looking for an escape.  

I did ask several priests about the di-

lemma and received no consolation or 

pastoral counsel with regard to a direction ï either positive or 

negative. 

I found that I had to ignore my spiritual enlightenment to 

continue my career.  After all, I was being ñsuccessfulò and I 

had to make a living!  All reasons were solid and easily justifi-

able, especially if I turned my back on the God of nonviolence. 

While struggling with these two opposing focuses ï the 

manufacture and deployment of weapons systems versus living 

a life of peace and nonviolence, I finally erupted with the pain 

and guilt that I felt.  When the build-up to the first Gulf War 

began I knew I could not participate.  No more weak excuses or 

compromising my own integrity for money, title, status and 

ego.  During the preparation and build-up of personnel and 

equipment for the invasion of Iraq, technical representatives at 

our location were asked if we would participate in the Air 

Forceôs missions and deployments.  This would be on a volun-

tary basis.  It was like blowing the top off of a capped oil well 

ï I not only told my management that I would not take part in 

this war, but stated that it was the most immoral act we could 

be involved in! 

 I suddenly realized I could not support any war anywhere.  

It was wrong and obsolete.  The fraud of war would never pro-

duce true peace.  All of those involved and many generations 

following have historically lived and died in anxiety with the 

shadows of war looming in their past. 

I was raised in the military industrial complex.  My father 

was a participant in the Manhattan Project while serving in the 

Army Corps of Engineers.  He was employed by Dow Chemi-

cal Company while Dow was the administrator of the Atomic 

Energy Commissionôs Rocky Flats Plant in Colorado.  Dad had 

retired from G.E. in Pinellas, Florida, while under the contract 

of the Atomic Energy Commission.  I also worked for Dow at 

Rocky Flats.  Additionally I spent 11 years in the United States 

Air Force, and nearly three years in 

Vietnam and Thailand.     

After graduating from high school 

in 1962 and facing a draft with no possi-

bilities of additional education, I chose 

the Air Force.  The military offered 

some of the best technical schools and 

vocational training of the time, and 

many of us who had no real financial 

means depended on that opportunity to 

prepare us for life.  

The choice to join the military was 

not a difficult one.  I had no reason in 

my lifeôs experience at that point to 

doubt the honor of such a decision.  The 

opportunities available were limited with the draft looming 

over my head. 

 After serving for six years, I was married, had a wonder-

ful daughter, and had spent 22 months in Vietnam, Thailand 

and the Philippines.  I was discharged ñhonorablyò at McChord 

Air Force Base, and returned to Arvada, Colorado where I at-

tempted to survive civilian life. 

My son was born and fortunately I found employment in 

the general aviation industry.  Income was critical as usual for 

a family, so I applied for an instrument technician position at 

the Rocky Flats Atomic Energy Commission facility managed 

by Dow Chemical Company.  The Rocky Flats Plant was re-

sponsible for the manufacture of ñpits,ò or the plutonium trig-

gers used in nuclear weapons. 

After not being able to adapt to the corporate ñcog in the 

machineò imprisonment I found in the everyday life at that 

time, I found it necessary to return to the Air Force two years 

later.  

Four more years in the Air Force found me back in South-

east Asia and struggling with marriage and separation from my 

family.  I was again discharged from the Air Force ñhonorablyò 

and worked several jobs while trying to piece a living together.  

Unfortunately during this return experience, my marriage col-

lapsed in divorce.  After several years, I found an opportunity 

to be employed by Lockheed Aircraft Service Company, a de-

fense contractor operating out of Ontario, California.  

At that time, my idea of successful employment included 
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Confessionsé continued on page 8 

Confessions of a òMilitary Industrial 
Complex Conscientious Objectoró 
By Richard E. Wilson 

Fighter jets cross over Kuwait during the first 

Gulf War. Photo courtesy of the US Air Force. 
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facture nuclear weapons.  Of course, the nuclear fuel cycle pro-

duces the very materials that can be (and are) used to make 

nuclear weapons, and therein lies an essential problem. 

The two most important issues promoting the prolif-

eration of nuclear weapons today are probably the intransi-

gence of the nuclear powers in changing their policies regard-

ing use of nuclear weapons, and their refusal to make serious 

reductions in their arsenals as first steps 

toward disarmament.  Until resolved, 

these two issues will continue to hamper 

any current and future nonproliferation 

efforts.   

The nuclear powers have not, for the bet-

ter part of the past 40 years, made good on 

the promises made in the NPT, and the US 

has provided a less than stellar exam-

ple.  The result has been that nuclear 

weapons have proliferated, and we now 

stand at a crossroad.  It is one at which we 

must exercise the best judgment, for the 

consequences of taking the wrong road 

will one day prove catastrophic.   

Strengthening the NPT will certainly help 

gain much needed momentum on the road 

to a world without nuclear weapons.  To 

do so the signatories will have to create 

much stronger links for disarmament and 

nonproliferation goals.  Specifically, the 

treaty needs to be amended to link the 

nonproliferation requirements (Articles II 

and III) to the disarmament requirements 

(Article VI) as was presented at the 2000 

NPT Review Conference (the US scuttled 

the proposal).  This is a practical and 

reachable goal. 

The 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the 

NPT will be held in May 2010 at the UN Headquarters in New 

York.  Review conferences have been held every five years, 

with varying degrees of progress (or lack thereof), but this 

yearôs conference is crucial if we are to stem the tide of prolif-

eration.  It will require the major nuclear weapons states to set 

the example, not only by reducing arsenals and changing nu-

clear weapons use doctrines, but also by reversing policies by 

which they project military power and influence over other 

nations.  The world can no longer afford the intransigence that 

has stalled previous efforts.    

History has taught us that we cannot rely on our na-

tionôs leaders to make such important decisions about our fu-

ture without pressure from the people.  And so, tens of thou-

sands of the worldôs citizens will converge on New York City 

At a time when both the US and Russia have squan-

dered their cold war dividend, other nuclear powers either 

maintain or seek to expand their existing arsenals, and potential 

and emerging nuclear powers are knocking at the doors of the 

once exclusive nuclear club, the abolition movement faces cru-

cial decisions that will affect the future of humankind. 

One ray of hope may be the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, less 

formally known as the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT).  The NPT is 

essentially a treaty to prevent the spread 

of nuclear weapons, and 189 nations are 

parties to the treaty.  They include the 

five major nuclear weapons states: the 

United States, Russia, the United King-

dom, France, and China.  North Korea, 

one of the signatories, acceded, violated 

and then withdrew from the treaty in 

2003.  India, Pakistan and Israel ï all 

known to possess nuclear weapons ï are 

not parties to the treaty. 

The NPT came about out of a 

concern that should more nations build 

nuclear weapons, the security of all na-

tions would be put at risk and the risk of 

accidents, unauthorized use, miscalcula-

tion and escalation of small nuclear con-

flicts would increase.   Frank Aiken, the 

Irish Minister for External Affairs, initi-

ated the NPT process in 1958, and by 

1968 the treaty was negotiated and ready 

for signatures.  The NPT consists of three 

elements ï nonproliferation, disarma-

ment, and peaceful use of nuclear power.   

In the first element, nuclear weapons states (NWS) 

who are signatories agree not to ñassist, encourage, or induceò 

non-nuclear weapons states (NNWS) to acquire nuclear weap-

ons.   Additionally, NNWS agree not to acquire or develop 

nuclear weapons.   

Article VI states the intent of the second element: 

ñEach of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotia-

tions in good faith on effective measures relating to cessation 

of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disar-

mament, and on a treaty on general and complete disarmament 

under strict and effective international control.ò  One critical 

thing missing in Article VI is language assigning targets, or at 

the very least a timeframe for disarmament. 

The third pillar is the right of sovereign nations to the 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and allows the transfer of tech-

nology and assistance with civilian uses of nuclear energy so 

long as states do not use that technology to develop or manu-

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
Towards a world without nuclear weapons  
By Leonard Eiger 

òLet Us Beat Swords into Plow-
shares.ó  This statue stands at the United Na-

tions in New York City, and was donated by the 

Soviet Union in 1959.  Photo by courtesy of the 
United Nations. 

NPTé continued on page 7 
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Leonard Eiger lives in Snoqualmie and writes two informative blogs.  The Nu-
clear Abolitionist can be read at  www.nuclearabolitionist.blogspot.com. 

before the NPT Review Conference to raise their voices for non-

proliferation, for disarmament, and for peace.  People will also 

gather in cities around the world leading up to and during the con-

ference, raising our voices and engaging others to speak out and 

support disarmament, starting with fulfilling the intent of the NPT. 

Going into the 2010 Review Conference the nuclear weap-

ons states must confront the fact that the double standard in which 

there exist the nuclear haves and nuclear have-nots creates suspi-

cion, distrust, fear and the threat of war, all of which undermine 

any possibility of global cooperation necessary to build a world at 

peace.  It will be our job in the coming months to send a clear mes-

sage to our leaders that (as Jonathan Schell says in The Seventh 

Decade) it is time to replace that double standard with a single stan-

dard ñwhich can only be the goal of a world free of all nuclear 

weapons.ò   

Representatives of the worldôs governments will 

gather at the United Nations on May 3 to begin the 2010 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference.   

Prior to that day tens of thousands of people from the US 

and around the world will converge on New York for ac-

tivities leading up to the conference.  Among those attend-

ing will be approximately 2,000 Japanese citizens, includ-

ing over 100 Hibakusha (survivors of the atomic and hy-

drogen bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki).  

The Hibakushasô message will bear particular 

importance.   As Hiroshi Taka, General Secretary of the 

Japan Council against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 

(Gensuikyo) said, ñHaving lived with agonies in both mind 

and body, the Hibakusha carry a message to Government 

leaders and the citizens the world over, that there should 

never be another Hiroshima or Nagasaki anywhere on 

earth, and that nuclear weapons should be totally banned 

and abolished.ò 

On their way back to Japan after their time in 

New York, some members of the Japanese delegation will 

stop in other cities in the US, among them Seattle.  The 

delegation will arrive in on Wednesday, May 5th and will 

depart on Friday, May 7th.  During that time they will con-

tinue to spread their message of peace and nuclear aboli-

tion for all who will listen. 

On May 5th First United Methodist Church of 

Seattle will host Voices of the Hibakusha, an opportunity 

to hear testimony from Hibakusha, meet with members of 

the delegation and learn how to get involved in the move-

ment to abolish nuclear weapons.  The event, starting at 

7:30 PM, is open to the public and a free will offering will 

be taken. 

The following morning the group will travel to 
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Japanese Delegationé continued on page 8 

Japanese Peace  
Delegation to Visit 

Ground Zero Activisté continued from page 4 

By Leonard Eiger 

actions.  She began by stating that the Trident submarine is a first 

strike weapon, and that any use of such a weapon is a crime under 

international law.  The judge interrupted her testimony and in-

structed her that the ñonly question before the court is regarding 

trespass.ò  

  Lynneôs closing statement included these lines: ñAn act of 

civil resistance to prevent the ongoing commission of crimes under 

well recognized principles of International Law and US domestic 

constitutional and criminal laws was taken on August 10, 2009 at 

the Trident Nuclear Submarine Base in Kitsap County.  As a mem-

ber of the International Community, and as a citizen of the US, I 

was privileged to act under the Nuremburg Principle to prevent 

continued violation of International Laws.  I attempted to testified 

that I was compelled by a good-faith belief that by taking reason-

able, nonviolent and affirmative acts to directly confront and to 

oppose the commission of crimes by the US Government officials, I 

was in fact justified in entering this Navy Base by the basic princi-

ples of International Law.  The Court must find me not guilty of 

any criminal act.ò 

  Judge Strombold stated that she did not believe that the Nur-

emburg Principles justify trespassing on government property.  She 

also stated that international law principles are not an issue in this 

case because ñthe law of trespass does not recognize international 

law.ò  Judge Strombold found Lynne guilty of trespass.  Her sen-

tencing hearing is scheduled for May 5, 2010. 

 Lynne is also a member of the Disarm Now Plowshares.  The 

initial charges brought against the Disarm Now five were abruptly 

vacated, and no new charges have yet been filed.  Lynne is a 

mother, soon-to-be grandmother, social worker, and a longtime 

member of the Ground Zero community.  As a result of her convic-

tion, she faces a possible six months in jail, $5000 fine and up to 

five years probation.  

Leonard Eiger co-chairs the Media and Outreach Committee of Ground Zero.  
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Lives are spent as ours are now, and as our children will 

spend their lives, trying to recover the devastating violence 

placed in their hearts and minds, as well as recovery of their 

devastated environment.  Impossible!  The heart and mind will 

never intersect.  Wars only produce wars! 

 

At this moment I became at peace with being a military indus-

trial complex conscientious objector! 

 

  I became enough of a disturbance in the office and in our 

community that I was relieved of duty and returned to the 

United States on March 1, 1991.  Upon returning to the coun-

try, I took a short vacation, and then went back to work with 

no promise of a future position in the company.  I was laid off 

May 15, 1991, after being offered and turning down a job in 

Central America in support of more violence.  

What have I learned through this experience?  I am thank-

ful I have been able to catch a glimpse of the peace we all 

strive for by not supporting violence.  I found that we, as 

Americans, have been inured to violence.  We have become the 

violence we fight by focusing our limited resources on milita-

rism.  We have been duped by the military industrial complex.  

Its promises of peace are hollow; it only produces insecurity 

and violence in the name of security. 

With all of us well indoctrinated in maintaining a military 

power and a military industrial complex as a way of life, we 

pay a high price and will continue to do so.  We have sold our-

selves short as human beings, as brothers and sisters, as hus-

bands and wives, as neighbors around the world, and as those 

who follow a spiritual life with God of whatever great religion 

or tradition we belong.   

Because of the terror that is looming in our hearts from 

nuclear weapons, it is a journey with the God of nonviolence 

that affords us the opportunity to reconcile with ourselves, our 

children, grandchildren, and with our neighbors throughout the 

world.  Nuclear weapons are like the walls around the cities of 

Europe.  As the author Noah benShea expressed, ñFear put 

them up and fear maintains them.ò 

It is us, the employees, ex-employees and supporters of the 

military industrial complex who hold the knowledge and skills 

we need to free ourselves from this toxic and threatening death 

that looms.  It is imperative that we turn our careers as physi-

cists, mathematicians, engineers, technicians and support per-

sonnel from manufacturers of terror to fathers, mothers, sisters, 

and brothers working for real peace in lieu of this pseudo/false 

peace we try to accept as the best it can be.  All of us are 

needed to dismantle this environmental disaster.  It is our 

knowledge and work that can get us out of this never ending 

buildup looming to take life from us all.  

We must go to that sacred space where our heart and mind 

intersect and listen.  We will find that there is only one truth 

and that is the truth of nonviolence.  I encourage all of us to 

start that journey now!  Conscientious objection is acceptance 

of conscience!  If we are to leave a livable future for our young 

we must stop all development and manufacture of nuclear 

weapons.  We must stop calling war honorable.  We must stop 

accepting the robbery of our resources by the military industrial 

Tacoma where they will meet with people from the community 

in an informal exchange.  Besides the opportunity to hear from 

the Hibakusha, this will also be an opportunity for cultural ex-

change.   In the afternoon they will travel to Ground Zero Cen-

ter for Nonviolent Action where they will learn about Ground 

Zeroôs history of resistance to Trident and participate in a cere-

mony led by the Bainbridge Island Nipponzan Miyohoji Bud-

dhist Temple. 

Hosts for the delegationôs visit to Seattle are Ground 

Zero, Tacoma Catholic Worker, the Journey of Repentance, 

and Bainbridge Island Nipponzan Miyohoji Buddhist Temple.  

We are grateful to the Japan Council against Atomic and Hy-

drogen Bombs (Gensuikyo) for accepting our invitation and 

arranging for the delegationôs visit.   

 

Confessionsé continued from page 5 

Japanese Delegationé continued from page 9 

 

Richard E. Wilson lives with his wife Pamela in Bellingham.  He writes 
that he òsupports the common vision of peace and disarmamentó shared with 
Ground Zero members.   

complex.  Our work, our knowledge, our gift to the world is 

much greater than this.  They are squandering our financial 

resource, our hours on earth and our talents.   

We must demand an end to war.  We must demand leader-

ship that leads and is not bought out by lobbyist and corporate 

interests.  We must demand that our government work for us 

and our children.  

For years I was blind to the cost of my personal perceived 

success.  From the first great movies of WWII to the youthful 

enthusiasm while listening to my uncleôs war experiences, it 

was easy to become enthralled in the falsely acclaimed ñhonorò 

and excitement of militarism.  Donôt continue the myth of try-

ing to protect our children from violence while building weap-

ons of mass destruction.  Someday our children will be asking 

why we lied. 

We can gather together and form safe communities where 

we can discuss and dialogue about our concerns and ap-

proaches to this challenge of truth.  We are some of the bright-

est and I know that with the corporate knowledge that we have 

used to develop these weapons we have the knowledge and 

capability and power to reverse this process.  It may require a 

work stoppage.  It may require a strike.  It may require quitting 

and looking for work elsewhere that is not part of the military 

industrial complex.  That is what I had to do to free myself 

from the guilt and anxiety I felt being complicit in these activi-

ties of destruction.  The cost has been high.  It was not simple 

to turn my back on a six figure income, perfect medical insur-

ance, life insurance and retirement.  

 Thank you for listening and thank you for your earnest 

interest.  Our nonviolent God, our God of peace, the nonvio-

lence in our hearts regardless of religious affiliation, is anx-

iously awaiting your answer. 

Leonard Eiger co-chairs the Media and Outreach Committee of Ground 
Zero.  His blog, Subversive Peacemaking, can be read at 
www.subversivepeacemaking.blogspot.com. 



òWar No Moreó with Peace Dove and Globe  
White, yellow, blue and green design on black 
shirt. Ground Zero logo on sleeve. Item # SH-2 

Adult sizes S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL 
Childrenõs sizes S, M, L, XL 
Short sleeve: $17 each or 2 for $32 
Long sleeve, and sizes 2XL and 3XL: 
$20 or 2 for $38 (long sleeve not avail-
able in 2XL or 3XL) 

____ Enclosed is my contribution to Ground Zero: $________   
 

(Please check one or more) For the: General Fund ___ Ground Zero Building Fund ___  Legal Fund ___ 
 

____ Please call me; I want to start leafleting  at  Puget Sound Naval Shipyard ___ or downtown Seattle ___. 

____  Please contact me about having a Ground Zero speaker come to speak to my group, church, school or union. 
 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________  City __________________________________ 

State/Prov: _____________Zip/Postal Code: ______________  

Phone: (_____)______________________  E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

Mail orders and donations in US funds to Ground Zero at 16159 Clear Creek Rd. NW, Poulsbo, WA 98370 

Phone:  360-930-8697   E-mail:  info@gzcenter.org  Website:  www.gzcenter.org 

POSTCARDS, FILMS, T-SHIRTS, and BUMPERSTICKERS 

Quantity Size for shirts Description Price Each TOTAL Item # 

      

      

      

      

Shipping: please add $3.50 per shirt or film and/or $1.50 per 10 bumper stickers or postcards SHIPPING =  

We request US funds from all our supporters.  This helps save bank charges. TOTAL =  

òCONVICTIONó  a documentary about three Dominican nuns, includ-

ing Ground Zero organizer Jackie Hudson, sentenced to Federal Prison 
for their nonviolent protest at a Minuteman III missile site in Northern 

Colorado. This 48-minute film 
evokes important conversations 
about the role of religion in poli-
tics, the role of nuclear weapons 
in national defense and the role 
of International Law in the Fed-
eral Courts.  DVD.  Item # F-1 
$25 for personal use 
$40 for public performance showings 

WE FOUND THEM!   
Weapons of Mass Destruction...theyõre closer 
to home than you think!  Map shows dozens of 
nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons sites 

across the US, with a full list on the back.   
Sage green shirt.   

Item # SH-1 

S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL 
$17 each or 
2 for $32 

Sunflower Bumpersticker 
5.5 inches diameter.   
Gorgeous!  Brilliant full-color sun-
flower and yellow text on bright blue 
background.   
Item # S-2 
$1.00 ea. 1-10 
$.75 ea. 11-100 
$.50 ea. 101+ 

BUMPERSTICKER 
3x12ó White and red 
on blue.  Item # S-1 
$.50 ea. 1-10 
$.50 ea. 11-100 
$.25 ea. 101+ 

òWALKING FOR PEACEó  This 29-

minute film documents the spiritual and 
physical journey of a group of people who 
walked 300 miles, from the Hanford Nu-
clear Reservation to Bangor Submarine 
Base, to call for the abolition of nuclear 
weapons.  DVD.  
Item # F-2 $10 

RESIST TRIDENT... 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
Striking t-shirt shows a sunflower growing 
through a disarmed nuclear weapon.   
Brick red or sage green shirt.   
Item # SH-3 

S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL 
$17 each or 2 for $32 


